Prayer Diary
This prayer diary consists of prayer requests
from Churches and Individuals who are
Partners of the Sussex Gospel Partnership.
It is divided into 31 sections for use as a
daily prayer diary, over a six month period.
A weekly diary of SGP prayer needs is
also included in the centre.
Please see back cover for more details.

Colossians 4:2-6
“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.
And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so
that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in
chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise
in the way you act towards outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace,
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BISHOP HANNINGTON CHURCH, HOVE (representative, Phil Moon)
1) for us as we are currently in the middle of a building project to completely
renew and refurbish our church hall. Praise God that all the money for known
needs came in before we started building. Pray that the new hall will be used
well evangelistically and bring God much glory.
2) for our Wildly Important Goals for 2018 (yes, WIGs for short) which will be in
the areas of belonging, evangelism and communication. Please pray for
refining of the wording, for people to buy-in to them as well as they have for
2017, and for real progress in each of these three areas.
ANDY BOUSFIELD (Individual Partner, Ascension Church, Westdene, Brighton)
1) for the building of mission relationships following my visit to Nepal in October,
where I was leading and speaking on an Oak Hall trip.
2) for me as I face a difficult season in church life with some people moving away,
and others waning in enthusiasm or energy to keep serving in a small church.
3) for passion, vision and energy to keep pressing on, especially in evangelism.

B R I G H T O N C LU S T E R G R O U P
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CALVARY EVANGELICAL CHURCH, BRIGHTON (representative, Phil Wells)
1) for the handing on of the baton to the future generations. After two slightly
different disappointments we are again embarking on the quest for an
Assistant Pastor, with a view to his staying on long term as lead teaching elder.
2) for wisdom as we grow larger in numbers, for which we thank God. We want
to ensure we retain the ethos of care and personal relationships in unity as a
church. Pray too for help with the increased admin and number of pastoral
needs to be attended to.
3) for the passing on of the baton to new Deacons. God has given us several new
Deacons and we thank God for an upcoming new Treasurer, but we are going
to need someone in the important role of Church Secretary.
4) with us as we ask God to guide us into conversion growth in our needy city.
NEW LIFE CHURCH, MOULSECOOMB (representative, Julian Rebera)
1) for the funding and development of an Outreach and Advocacy worker’s post.
The aims of the post are to express the grace of God to people by serving
them at a point of real need and distress; engaging the whole church in greater
outreach; creating meaningful gospel opportunities.
2) for our three-pronged approach to help strengthen the church here and
others, particularly those in East Brighton by i) gathering an external resource,
advisory and support group ii) establishing greater and more meaningful
partnerships with other like-minded churches, to help and support each other
iii) becoming a training centre for mission, to enable people to gain
experience and training in mission, which will also increase our capacity for
mission here in Brighton.

B R I G H T O N C LU S T E R G R O U P
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RICHARD JACKSON (Individual Partner, Bishop of Lewes)
1) that preaching opportunities would lead to a revival of engagement with the
scriptures and prayer.
2) for me as I take on some new responsibilities in the Diocese around social
action. Pray that they would become gospel opportunities rather than just
social work.
3) for a project with our link Dioceses to prepare for the Lambeth Conference in
2020. Give thanks for their firm stand on orthodoxy and wonderful growth.
WORTHING TABERNACLE (representative, Rich Owen)
1) Give thanks for the four new students who joined our Union School of
Theology classroom in September. Pray that they integrate well with the other
four students and that our classroom continues to be a vibrant, fun and
stimulating environment for theological training.
2) for us as we have had many bereavements in 2017 and have felt somewhat
tested as a fellowship by so many deaths. Please pray for strength to come
from heaven and for the balm of the Gospel to bring healing to our hearts.
3) for our Elders as they seek to appoint more men into this office over the next
year or so. Pray that any new Elders would settle quickly into their roles and be
a blessing to the body.
4) that our evangelism would be fruitful as we go out and speak to people on
Saturdays, invite folk to events and services and seek to spread the Gospel
through our toddler groups. Pray that we would see men and women, boys
and girls, saved, baptised and added to our fellowship.

B R I G H T O N C LU S T E R G R O U P
4

HOLY CROSS, HOVE (representative, Julian Milson)
1) for our Minister (Julian Milson) and his family who will be moving to Spain as
missionaries with Crosslinks in the New Year. Please pray that they can raise
the necessary funds.
2) for the church family to keep its gospel priorities, with a change in leadership
on the horizon.
3) for our toddler group (Jumping Beans) to draw people in to the wider church
family.
4) that we would continue to invest in friendships with non- Christians .
ST LEONARD’S, DENTON (representative, Louis Wilson)
1) Thank the Lord for his great faithfulness to us, despite the absence of much
prayer in the life of our church. Please pray for our initiatives to rekindle an
urgency and commitment to prayer.
2) for renewed energy, enthusiasm and additions to the team to enable us to run
a Holiday Bible Club in the local school in February 2018. We didn’t run one
there this year.
3) for us to keep learning to take our giving seriously, and then for us to give
sacrificially. We are quite stretched financially.
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PEACEHAVEN EVANGELICAL CHURCH (representative, Graham King)
1) for continued blessings and grace for our new pastor, Graham King, and his
family.
2) for the healthy sense of hunger and vision to continue growing.
3) for Sunday school teachers and the setting up of a new mothers’ room. Pray
for wisdom in preparing for an increase in new young families.
4) for the great attendance to new day/evening Bible classes to continue.
5) for outreach initiatives and creativity in reaching people in Peacehaven.
6) for blessings on the Friday pre-teen group of 25+ kids and wisdom for ways to
reach teens and young people.
PHILIP COOK (Individual Partner, Portslade Baptist Church)
1) for Friday breakfasts which see 30 plus people in attendance. Pray that more of
the folk coming for breakfast will want to connect with the Church.
2) for a new monthly Celebration Service on Tuesday evenings, led by friends
living locally who are from St Peter’s Church, Brighton.
3) for Urban Saints (Crusaders) as they start their autumn programme on
Wednesdays and Saturdays, and for our Youth Workers, Harry and Gemma, as
they prepare for their wedding in December.
4) for Janet, our Church Secretary, recovering from a stay in hospital.

B R I G H T O N C LU S T E R G R O U P
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ST ANDREW’S, HOVE (representative, Dan Henderson)
1) for our 'GROW' initiative which is aiming to involve the whole congregation in
owning our vision from John 10 to Know Jesus' voice, Follow his way and Share
his love. We held services throughout October dedicated to the different
aspects/ministries in the church.
2) for a small pastoral care team being raised up and equipped to offer prayer
ministry and visiting. We have three keen people to take this forward and
would love them to be saturated in prayer!
3) for the Brighton & Hove Churches Night Shelter which started again in
November. Please pray for the guests as they go through the application
process and for the churches involved.
AL PICKERING (Individual Partner, King’s Church, Lewes)
1) for our autumn/winter focus on outreach, that every church member would be
thinking and acting like a witness of Jesus.
2) for our evangelistic events running up to Christmas, that God would use them
to save people.
3) for my colleague, Rich, who has been ill and off-work since April. We are praying he will begin a phased return to work in the coming months.

7

ST GEORGE’S, EAST WORTHING (representative, Brian Penfold)
1) for our new full-time Children's and Youth Co-ordinator who is now in post.
Pray for quick integration and engagement with existing links through Toddlers,
Messy Church, Holiday Clubs and residential camps, (Haslemere and Danehill).
2) for a new 'Reader' in training and a growing leadership team.
3) for our submission to the Diocesan Advisory Committee for new flooring,
seating, sound system and AVA.
4) for the planning of our 150th Anniversary on 10 July 2018, with community
celebrations and outreach during the year.
5) for Alpha Courses running in autumn 2017 and planned for summer 2018.
6) for a growing 'fringe' and the need for some serious 'fishing.'
BRIGHTON & HOVE CITY MISSION (Associate Partner, Julian Haddow)
1) for us as we are in talks with Church House to secure a much better building to
serve the Church and City of Brighton and Hove. Please pray for fast progress.

CHICHESTER CLUSTER GROUP
Please join with us
in praying for
church planting
and evangelism
in this area. SGP
partner churches in
the CHICHESTER
CLUSTER GROUP
are shown
on this map.
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JAMES RUSSELL (Individual Partner, North Mundham with Hunston and Merston)
1) that the 'Paraclesis' initiative we are engaging with through the autumn would
bear some real fruit in the life of our churches.
2) Thank God for my colleagues in ministry here: Stephen, Katrina and Alistair.
3) for the right people to take on Office-holder roles within the church (ie,
Treasurer, Church Warden). It is becoming harder and harder to find people
who are prepared to commit themselves to these roles!
ST MARGARET’S, ANGMERING (representative, Mark Standen)
1) for Matt Porter, our new Youth, Children and Families Minister as he settles
into the parish, and into his new role with us.
2) for our autumn preaching series on Romans and John’s Gospel on Sundays
and then followed-up in Homegroups.
3) for fruit from our visiting of every home in the parish in November and for a
full period of Christmas outreach. Pray that many people will want to join the
evangelistic course in January.
4) for wisdom regarding appropriate staffing levels, including the possibility of a
staff member to spearhead evangelism, and an apprentice.
5) for us to get an appropriate balance in Church life between events and
investment in the lives of individuals in 2018.

CHICHESTER CLUSTER GROUP
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ARUNDEL BAPTIST (representative, Steve Lomas)
1) Give thanks for excellent and well attended Fun Days during the Arundel Festival and for the blessed recent Harvest weekend.
2) for the Lord to provide new blood in leadership. We are an aged
congregation and have no-one currently in the church who fits the biblical
requirements of leadership. The small band of willing people who serve the
Lord wholeheartedly are aging and becoming tired.
3) for the contacts made in six local schools, where our Pastor has involvement
with assemblies and Christian teaching.
4) for some mature couples in early retirement to settle into the Church . The
Lord has brought one couple in and two or three more would be ideal.
5) for help in the provision of music, Sunday by Sunday.
TOM ROBSON
1) Give thanks for our first year here. Please pray for continued faithfulness and
wisdom in leading churches of different traditions.
2) for fruit as we plan a big focus on outreach to families and young people next
year.
3) for continued opportunities in the local schools, building on this year.
4) for practicalities around two building projects - one repair and one
development .
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ANGMERING BAPTIST CHURCH (representative, David Barnes)
1) for those attending an Alpha Course this term.
2) Give thanks that the local Scout groups will be holding their own Carol Service
here at Angmering Baptist Church this year (13 December). Please pray that I
will have wisdom in what I say at that service, that parents and children will
feel warmly welcomed by members of the congregation and desire to know
more of the Lord.
3) Give thanks and pray for the Deacons and leaders of church auxiliaries who
work so hard serving the Lord, at a time of life when many might have been
tempted to 'retire' by now. Pray that others may come in to 'take up the
baton'.

C R A W L E Y C LU S T E R G R O U P
Please join with us
in praying for
church planting
and evangelism
in this area.
SGP partner
churches in the
CRAWLEY
CLUSTER GROUP
are shown
on this map.
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THREE BRIDGES FREE CHURCH, CRAWLEY (representative, Roger Barden)
1) Give thanks and pray for our new Pastor, Roger Barden who started in August.
2) Give thanks for the Lord's financial provision which has enabled renovation of
part of the church building.
3) for the children's and youth ministries as new people get involved and as they
seek to teach church children and reach local families.
4) for Bosco Bukeera and his family as they prepare to return to Uganda in the
new year to church plant. Bosco has been serving in the church at Three
Bridges for the last year and completed the second year of the SGP’s Sussex
Ministry Training Course this summer.
RUDGWICK CHAPEL (representative, Peter Pilgrem)
1) for a Christianity Explored course which we are running jointly with Cranleigh
Baptist Church. Please pray for lasting fruit and for people to come to faith and
to grow over the following months.
2) for our outreach over the Christmas period, involving door-to-door invitations
and an afternoon carol service.
3) for wisdom and the Lord’s guidance about the way forward for the Chapel, as
we seek to work with others.
4) for continued faithful exposition of the Word, both on Sunday mornings and in
house-groups.

C R A W L E Y C LU S T E R G R O U P
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ST JOHN’S, FELBRIDGE (representative, Mark Francis)
1) Give thanks for our leadership teams and pray for God’s wisdom and guidance
for present decisions and future plans.
2) Give thanks for our new Youth Minister and pray for him as he works among
teenagers, students and young adults.
3) for our autumn course on ‘Dementia Matters’. Please pray that it would help
us to be widening our impact for the gospel in the local area.
PETER DEAVES (Individual Partner, Holy Trinity, Rudgwick)
1) for faithfulness as I run an Alpha course over the Autumn term and for people
to grow in faith or come to faith.
2) for our church toddler group which has just become weekly rather than
monthly. Pray for wisdom for Claire and the other leaders, and for God to
draw many to Himself.
3) for ongoing opportunities for mission and evangelism, including biking with
non-church dads and seeking to walk alongside some marginalised folk.
4) for me as I participate in a Growing Leaders course this academic year. Please
pray for growth as a shepherd of the flock, especially in areas beyond my
'comfort zones'; growth in humility and dependence on the Good Shepherd.

CROWBOROUGH CLUSTER GROUP

Please join with us in praying for
church planting and evangelism
in this area.
SGP partner churches in the
CROWBOROUGH CLUSTER GROUP
are shown on this map.
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JOHN COWLEY (Individual Partner, Forest Fold Baptist Church)
1) for wisdom to encourage and develop people in their serving, especially those
with teaching and leadership gifts.
2) that we may have a greater impact on our community through personal
friendships, conversations and invitations; through outreach events; and
through the distribution of copies of Luke’s Gospel and Bible calendars.
3) Give thanks that we have quite a lot come from our locality to our
Sunday School, toddler group and older people’s lunch. Please pray for
spiritual interest and progress.
ST BARTHOLOMEW’S, MARESFIELD (representative, Nick Cornell)
1) Give thanks for prayer being a really important focus over recent months in
many areas of church life.
2) for a growth in our homegroups - both in numbers attending and in depth of
engagement by those who attend.
3) for the start of a new youth group in the village.

CROWBOROUGH CLUSTER GROUP
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CHRIST CHURCH, HORAM (representative, PJ Guy)
1) Give thanks for the way a great start has been made in visiting residents on a
new housing estate in the village. Pray on for new bridges to be built as new
residents move in and are made contact with.
2) for our village mission planned for Easter 2018 with Horam Chapel and Martin
Povey as our mission speaker. Pray that both churches will get behind the
mission in prayer and invest time in building relationships with those in the
community, ready to invite them to events next Easter. Pray for God’s Spirit to
give us boldness to witness.
ST MARK’S, TUNBRIDGE WELLS (representative, Peter Sanlon)
1) for our new church plant, launched in October.
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ALL SAINTS’, CROWBOROUGH (representative, Steve Rees)
1) Give thanks for new members joining the staff team. Please pray that I will
care for them well and that together we would see Jesus’ kingdom growing
here in Crowborough.
2) for Mark Ashworth as he takes on the leadership of Holy Trinity, High
Hurstwood and is Associate Vicar of All Saints’, heading up evangelism. Pray
for fruit and wisdom in both responsibilities.
3) Give thanks for a mission weekend at the end of October with the All Souls’,
Langham Place, orchestra visiting. Pray for all those who attended and for the
Lord to bring lasting fruit.
ST RICHARD’S, CROWBOROUGH (representative, Ben Thorndike)
1) for my wife, Jane, and me – along with our three young children – who joined
the team in Crowborough over the summer as I took up the roles of Associate
Vicar of All Saints’ and Minister of St Richard’s, Crowborough.
2) for us to settle well into healthy family and ministry patterns; for godliness at
home (not just when eyes are publicly on us!); and for the church families to
bear with and encourage one another through this changing season. Very
specifically please pray that a number of families from All Saints’ would come
with us in January, as we seek to plant into St Richard’s and give an injection,
especially to the children and families’ work there.
RON GEORGE
(Associate Partner: Eurasia Education Foundation & member of All Saints’ Crowborough)
1) for good lasting fruit from an October visit to Siberia and Kazakhstan helping
2)
3)

.
for new students for the college who are being interviewed and recruited. Pray
for discernment and wisdom.
for a good impact resulting from Seminars for local churches in the UK being
arranged for 2018.

CROWBOROUGH CLUSTER GROUP
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ST ALBAN’S, FRANT & HOLY TRINITY, ERIDGE (representative, James Packman)
1) Praise the Lord that there is now a renewed vision for our ministry and an
increase in the number of people wanting to grow spiritually.
2) for the Lord to convert the hearts of a number who attend regularly but don't
show any visible signs of living faith.
3) for the Lord to provide the people needed to serve in various ministries (or
the wisdom to close them down).
4) for the Lord to give the young people in our growing and vibrant youth group a
solid grounding in the Christian faith.
ST PETER’S, TUNBRIDGE WELLS (representative, Mike Warren)
1) for the Spirit to open many hearts and minds of 25-40 year olds, and for Phil
Peddar as he heads up this ministry.
2) for continued unity, especially among the leadership team of St Peter’s, as we
respond to events in the Church of England and seek to teach God’s word
faithfully and with relevance to His people.
3) for wisdom and unity among the Partnership Synod churches.
4) that we would “set our hope in the Lord” and nowhere else (Psalm 131:3).
ALL SAINTS’, DANEHILL (representative, Paddy McBain)
1) for growing faith in God's power to save and change people.
2) for fruit from Christmas and Café Church outreach.
3) for perseverance and joy in service, motivated by the gospel.
4) for increased love for one another, vision and prayerfulness.

“Come and See!”
Three Saturday mornings each academic year offering Biblical teaching,
training and encouragement for all who teach the Bible to children and young
people, whatever the setting. They are great times to meet others in similar
ministries in Sussex churches, and are open to all. £7 per person

3 March 2018 9:30am to 1pm

Speaker: Rory Bell

at Cuckfield Baptist Church, Polestub Lane, Cuckfield, RH17 5GP

Teaching Bible Narrative to Children and Young People
Rory is Director of Training for TnT Ministries and has joined us
on a number of occasions. This time Rory will help us to
understand narrative as a genre, think about how to break up
a passage and give us ideas for presentation, including visual
aids and drama. The morning will include some group practice.

23 June 2018 9:30am to midday Speaker: tbc
at Christ Church, New England Road, Haywards Heath, RH16 3LE

Purely Pre-Schoolers
A morning for all those involved in caring for and teaching pre-schoolers in
church-based groups. Further details about the morning will be available
nearer the time.

DECEMBER 2017
Week 1 - pray for the Spirit to be at work as the gospel is proclaimed throughout
the Partnership this Christmas time, that many may come to faith. Pray for us all
to be bold in speaking about Jesus.
Week 2 - pray for all those in leadership to be able to enjoy a period of rest at
some point over Christmas/New Year.
Week 3 - pray for the new EQUIP intensive training course, starting on 17
January, for those whose work is preaching God’s word and leading His church.
It is designed for those with at least 10 years’ experience in full-time Christian
ministry and the number of participants is limited to 12. There are seven days’
training planned over the year.
Work 4 - pray for the staff team (Nick McQuaker, Jon Hobbs, Nigel Jones and
Wendy Sands) to know joy and encouragement in their work and God’s help and
wisdom in all that they do for Him.

JANUARY 2018
Week 1 - pray that many 14-18 year olds will go to the next Sorted-by-the-Sea
event on Friday 26 January when they will be focussing on the subject of ‘To God
be the Glory’. They are evenings of great fun centred on teaching the Bible in an
engaging and relevant way.
Week 2 - pray for the Steering Group to have wisdom, faith and vision as they
spend 24 hours away together from 25-26 January.
Week 3 - pray for a good time of teaching and fellowship at the South East
Gospel Partnership conference on 2/3 February, focussing on ‘Believing in the God
of Mission’.
Week 4 - pray for good attendance and a time of fellowship, learning and
encouragement at our Partnership Meeting on 7 February, when Steve Midgley
from BCUK is our guest speaker.

FEBRUARY
Week 1 - pray that many people will book to go to our next ‘Come and See’
training morning on 3 March, with Sussex Youthworks. These mornings are for all
those involved in leading/helping with children’s and youth work.
Week 2 - give thanks for those who support the Partnership prayerfully and
financially. Pray for an increase in the number of Supporters.
Week 3 - pray that church leaders who are struggling or facing difficulties will
receive the support and encouragement they need.
Week 4 - pray that the churches of the SGP would have a vision for church
planting and rejuvenation so that the gospel witness in Sussex might be
strengthened and expanded.

MARCH 2018
Week 1 - pray for the Leaders’ Training Morning on 7 March when David
Shaw will be speaking on ‘Contemporary application of the Doctrine of
Humanity’.
Week 2 - pray for us all to be bold in our witness and invitations to Easter
services and events, and for the Spirit to turn many hearts to Jesus in
repentance and faith.
Week 3 - pray for many people to come to Bible by the Beach from 4-7
May in Eastbourne. The focus this year is ‘Faithful in a Changing World’.
www.biblebythebeach.org 07958 047 140 info@biblebythebeach.org
It’s not too late to book!
Week 4 - pray for Nick and Jon and others to know the Spirit’s help as
they prepare their training course lectures and for help in teaching and
leading discussions.

APRIL
Week 1 - pray that many will book for the next ‘Come and See’ training
morning on 23 June, focussing on pre-schoolers.
Week 2 - ask the Lord to keep church leaders faithful to the Gospel and
committed to the primary tasks of prayer and teaching, which they have
been set aside to do.
Week 3 - pray for greater practical partnership between SGP churches in
training, evangelism and church planting, through the Cluster Groups.
Week 4 - pray for an increase in the number of Ministry Training Schemes
run by SGP churches.

MAY
Week 1 - pray for the planning of our 2018 Annual Conference on
Saturday 10 November, when Tim Lane will be our main speaker.
SAVE THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY!
Week 2 - pray for all the students on the training courses to continue
gaining clarity in their understanding of the Bible; a growing love for Jesus
and help in applying what they learn to life, ministry and witness.
Week 3 - pray for good attendance and a time of fellowship, learning and
encouragement at our Partnership Meeting on 23 May.
Week 4 - give thanks for our partnership in the gospel.

Sussex Ministry Training Course
(Tuesdays, in term time, with the
option of a second year),
at Christ Church, Haywards Heath,
starting again in September 2018.

Saturday Morning Bible Training Course
(22 Saturdays over 2 years)
starting again in September 2018.
Venue to be confirmed.

For more information about the training courses, together with
brochures which can be downloaded, visit:

www.sussexgospelpartnership.org.uk/ministries/training-courses/
or contact Wendy Sands, SGP Administrator:
Tel: 01444 458 635
Email: admin@sussexgospelpartnership.org.uk

EASTBOURNE CLUSTER GROUP

Please join with us in praying for
church planting and evangelism
in this area.
SGP partner churches in the
EASTBOURNE CLUSTER GROUP
are shown on this map.
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MARTIN POVEY (Individual Partner, Association of Evangelists)
1) Thank God for the great opportunities to preach Christ and Him crucified in
schools, colleges, universities and churches. Please pray for those who have
made professions of faith in Jesus to keep in step with the Spirit.
2) for my relationship with our Father in heaven to thrive, with me listening to His
Word and believing and living out what He says!
3) that as a family we speak boldly, truthfully, passionately and winsomely about
Jesus in our local community.
DAVID BAKER (Individual Partner, East Dean, Friston and Jevington Churches)
1) Give thanks for the arrival of Revd Andrew Spear to help us. He and his wife,
Yvonne, first came to a service the weekend after a benefice day of prayer
specifically about our staffing needs!
2) Give thanks for some progress in getting two health diagnoses for a family
member with multiple health needs, though ongoing prayer is appreciated.
3) for ongoing and long-lasting prayer, repentance and revival in and through the
three churches here - not least among families, children and teenagers but of
course among all ages.

EASTBOURNE CLUSTER GROUP
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HOLY TRINITY, EASTBOURNE (representative, Philip Coekin)
1) for partnership with John Brook in complex areas of gospel ministry and church
growth.
2) for growth in our ministries to families and to an increasing non-Christian
fringe of adults exploring Christ.
3) for Josh Lucas, Head of Music, as he enables us to engage with good
contemporary hymns and songs.
4) for our project managers of Building for Growth and marketing firm guiding our
communications and fundraising.
5) for my recovery from a period of intense and prolonged overworking.
6) for the joy of sharing ministry with good and trustworthy friends.
7) for assurance in the Spirit.
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TONY BAKER (Individual Partner, Holy Trinity, Eastbourne)
1) for me to be useful in retirement.
2) for the right preaching opportunities.

DAVID BATCHELOR (Individual Partner, South Street Free Church, Eastbourne)
1) Give thanks for an ex-JW now trusting Christ. Pray for him to keep going, and
for his family to follow suit.
2) for the Lord to bring young families into our congregation, and that we would
know how to reach young adults with the gospel.
3) for the Lord to provide us with more Elders, and for wisdom as to whom He
would have us appoint to the eldership.

EASTBOURNE CLUSTER GROUP
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ALL SOULS’, EASTBOURNE (representative, Mark Redhouse)
1) Give thanks that our new members of staff are settling in well. Pray that we
will serve Christ and our church family well.
2) that as we approach Christmas we will take the variety of opportunities we
have for outreach and present Christ clearly and graciously. Pray for a freshness and creativity in our preparation.
3) that as we speak to a number of statutory bodies regarding our building plans
the Lord will lead us through. Pray that the resulting development will
facilitate ministry that glorifies Christ.
ANDREW CORNES (Individual Partner, All Souls’, Eastbourne)
1) for my continuing research into Greek and Roman sexualities before writing a
semi-academic book: What did the New Testament know about homosexual
relationships?
2) for my seeking to support the ministries of both All Souls’, Eastbourne and
SGP.
3) for my continued growth in personal holiness and deeper love of the Lord
Jesus.

EASTBOURNE CLUSTER GROUP
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ST JOHN’S, POLEGATE (representative, Chris Spinks)
1) Give thanks that, after years of praying for musicians, a couple within the
church have begun to play their guitars for our main morning service on a
monthly basis. With our fortnightly pianist we now only have to use electronic
options once per month at this service, so we praise God for that! Pray that
they will be increasingly confident in leading our praise.
2) that our hoped-for Discipleship Explored Course will become a reality this
Autumn and that it will truly deepen people’s relationships with the Lord.
3) Give thanks that our reading group has now been formed and is being
enthusiastically supported. Please pray that the titles they choose to read will
be really good for increasing their maturity in Christ.
HAILSHAM PARISH CHURCH (representative, David Bourne)
1) Give thanks for a great summer for young people on ventures and a holiday
club.
2) for our parish mission - Connect 2018 - from 17 to 25 March. Pray for the
impact of 'Life on the Frontline' in small groups in preparation; for encouragement to be intentional; for prayer to be taking place for people and for Mark
Redhouse and a team from All Souls’, Eastbourne, who are coming to work
with us.
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ALL SAINTS’, EASTBOURNE (representative, Robert Lovatt)
1) Give thanks for an excellent Holiday Club in July with well over 100 children
attending. Many were from unchurched backgrounds and there is a lot of
follow-up needed. Pray that some of the children will join in with our midweek
groups.
2) for me following my radiotherapy (prostate) throughout October and during
the first half of November. Please pray for a full and speedy recovery.
3) Give thanks for a new team working with young people and families - Julian
Dale (full time), Annelie Cooper (half time). Please pray for the opportunities
we have in local schools and with the families connected to our young people.
4) Give thanks that we are expecting a new Curate to join us in June 2018.
Please pray that God, in His grace, strengthens us and allows us to maintain
the full range of our ministry in the meantime.
MICHAEL WILCOCK (Individual Partner, All Saints’, Eastbourne)
1) Give thanks that I still have opportunities to preach and am working on two
books, which are progressing slowly. Please pray for the right publisher.

EASTBOURNE CLUSTER GROUP
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ST WILFRID’S, EASTBOURNE (representative, Chris Styles)
1) for us as we plan for an evangelistic mission in May 2018.
2) for contacts made through summer barbecues and other events (including
Messy church and Mini-Wilfs) over the summer. Pray that these people will
see their need of Jesus.
3) that those on the periphery of church life may have a heart to be disciples for
Jesus.
4) for more members to have a vision for leading short evangelistic Bible studies
(one-on-one or even small groups).
5) that, as a church, we grow in love and that great grace would be upon us.
6) that we would have a revelation of the power of prayer.
7) for our links with the secondary and primary schools in our area and that we
will continue to be allowed access to these institutions, especially assemblies
and carol services.
8) for the development of our worship team, including new talent.
TERRY BRINKLEY (Individual Partner, Golden Cross Chapel, near Hailsham)
1) Give thanks for a recent concert to raise money for an African Christian charity.
£3,500 was raised.
2) for the continued evangelism amongst folk at the market. Pray for further
opportunities and good responses.
3) Give thanks for the wonderful welcome from Chiddingly school. Pray for the
team who go in to talk to the children.

HASTINGS CLUSTER GROUP
Please join with us
in praying for
church planting
and evangelism
in this area. SGP
partner churches in the
HASTINGS
CLUSTER GROUP
are shown on
this map.
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EMMANUEL, HASTINGS (representative, Martin Lane)
1) for fruitfulness in evangelism.
2) for growth in Christian maturity.
3) for God's provision for all our needs.

ST MARK’S, LITTLE COMMON (representative, Jonathan Frais)
1) that in this, our 175th anniversary year, we may continue to hold to the vision
of Christ, of heaven and of godliness; to grow in the virtues of faith, hope and
2)

3)

Thank God for his provision for our roof repairs (three legacies met the cost –
one of which needed over twelve years to resolve). May our gracious Lord
continue to provide for every need.
for several new volunteers in the teams staffing our weekday morning Ark
Coffee Lounge. Pray for each one to settle in and develop a great ease in
welcoming visitors and turning conversations to spiritual matters.

ST MATTHEW’S, ST LEONARD’S-ON-SEA (representative, Mike Coe)
1) for our new monthly community initiative: 'St. M's Saturday Morning Cinema'.
2) for the new 'Open the Book' school assembly project at our church school
(St. Paul's Primary Academy).
3) for greater spiritual growth, maturity and commitment throughout the whole
church family.

H A Y W A R D S H E A T H C L U S TE R G R O U P

Please join with us in
praying for
church planting
and evangelism
in this area.
SGP partner churches
in the
HAYWARDS HEATH
CLUSTER GROUP
are shown on this map.
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CUCKFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH (representative, Will Cockram)
1) Give thanks for all the opportunities that our new building is giving us within
the community.
2) that the Lord would make us ever more passionate about (and more effective
in) making Jesus known in Cuckfield, and the wider Mid-Sussex area.
3) for wisdom as we think about future appointments, particularly another fulltime Elder.
4) that the Lord would save five young non-Christian families from the village,
and that five local young Christian families would join the Church and help us
to reach out more effectively to this rapidly growing demographic in the area.
HURSTPIERPOINT EVANGELICAL CHURCH (representative, David Lowries)
1) for David and Emma as they settle in to a new church family and into life in
Hurstpierpoint.
2) for each regular person on Sunday to be maturing. Pray that David will be able
to have a pastoral conversation with everyone to get to know them and
encourage them on.
3) for wisdom in giving every person in Hurstpierpoint and the surrounding areas
a good opportunity to hear the Gospel and believe.

H A Y W A R D S H E A T H C L U S TE R G R O U P
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BOLNEY VILLAGE CHAPEL (representative, Simon Allaby)
1) Give thanks for new members joining in the last year.
2) that as we seek to proclaim the Kingdom of God, our expectation of moving in
the power of the Spirit and seeing the Kingdom demonstrated amongst us will
grow.
3) for plans for an outreach course between Christmas and Easter - possibly Jesus
the Game Changer.
4) for boldness as we seek to build relationships and take the Gospel into the
village.
CHRIST CHURCH, HAYWARDS HEATH (representative, Mark Ventham)
1) Give thanks for the provision of our new venue for Sunday morning services:
Warden Park Primary Academy, which is just up the road from our own
building.
2) that we would adjust to this new morning venue and feel ‘at home’ soon!
3) that through the move, many more people in Haywards Heath will hear the
Gospel.
4) for us as we seek to identify opportunities in surrounding villages where there
is no gospel witness.
5) that we would all put into practice what we have learned as a church recently
about evangelism.
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GRACE CHURCH, HAYWARDS HEATH (representative, Jon Hobbs)
1) for committed Christian families to move to Bolnore, have their children in the
school and wholeheartedly commit to the church and its vision.
2) for non-Christians considering the faith, on the fringe of Grace Church, to
embrace Christ and the life of His church.
3) for Dan (Trainee Minister) and Claire (Women's Worker). Pray for the Lord's
equipping, for wisdom on their use of time and for our effectiveness as a staff
team.
4) for perseverance and fruit through door-knocking.
5) for Bethan and me to walk closely with the Lord in prayer, Bible reading and
fellowship, and experience His help and energy in juggling jobs and family life.
ROBERT BUSHBY (Individual Partner, Haywards Heath & Burgess Hill URC)
1) for me as I move to Sleaford in Lincolnshire in January to take up a new role.
Thank you for your prayers over the last few years.
2) for the churches as they seek the way forward into the future. Ask God to
guide them clearly.

H A Y W A R D S H E A T H C L U S TE R G R O U P
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CHAILEY FREE CHURCH (representative, Janet Caughley)
1) Since the sudden death of Charlie Hill, give thanks that Dave Caughley has
joined the Church Committee (which plans the day-to-day running of the
church), and David Mussell, one of the Trustees, who will also sit on the
Committee to give additional support.
2) for wisdom and clear direction as the leadership seeks to encourage church
growth, with the support of other local SGP churches.
3) Give thanks for Messy Church which has been running for 18 months now some months 60 people have been welcomed and fed. Pray that people will
be prompted to keep coming as there has been a drop in numbers recently.
Pray for spiritual fruit from this work of building relationships and sharing the
Gospel.
ISAAC PAIN (Individual Partner, St Andrew’s, Burgess Hill)
1) for re-adjusting to family life with another baby, but this time in my curacy.
2) for help in balancing work and family commitments.
3) for me to grow, particularly in my pastoral work.
4) for me to continue to work hard at developing relationships at church.
5) for some local non-Christian contacts and friends.

H A Y W A R D S H E A T H C L U S TE R G R O U P
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ALL SAINTS’, LINDFIELD (representative, James Clarke)
1) for an increase in the 'spiritual temperature' of All Saints’.
2) for Tim Osborn (new role as Ministry Assistant); Jonny Payne (new to the
church as Youth Pastor) and Chris Steynor (new role as Associate Minister for
Music).
3) for wisdom on how to proceed with the church reordering, following a funding
shortfall.
CHRIS NORDEN (Individual Partner, Haywards Heath Baptist Church)
1) for God’s continued provision in every way, including unity and strength, during
our major building project.
2) that we will focus on the Lord and His priorities during this period.
3) for our new Minister in Training, Steff Wright, who will be joining us with her
family during the autumn.
HENFFIELD EVANGELICAL CHURCH (representative, Andrew Lawton)
1) for ‘Family Fridays @ The Free’, which started in October. These are intended
to be relaxed social gatherings to establish contacts with families in the village
and provide a safe, friendly setting to develop friendships which lead to the
Gospel.
2) for our Christmas Tree event on 8 December to coincide with the village’s
Christmas shopping night. Many local groups have been invited to decorate
their own tree for display in the church building. Refreshments will be provided
as people come in and see the display of trees. Pray that this will increase our
visibility and help to promote our Christmas services and church activities.

30

NICK MCQUAKER (SGP Director of Training and Development)
1) Give thanks for a good sabbatical period including an encouraging time of
ministry in Brazil.
2) for me to have a close daily walk with God and an eternal perspective.
3) for ‘zeal without burnout’ with all the ministry opportunities and needs which
my SGP role opens up.
4) for Sarah as she continues in children’s ministry, for Chris studying for his
A levels, for Sam studying for his GCSEs.
JON HOBBS (SGP Associate Trainer, part-time)
1) for clarity of insight and simplicity of presentation in revamping 25 lectures on
Romans.
2) for wisdom and interest in the development of a network for those involved
in church planting and revitalization within Sussex.
3) for self-discipline with time so that I am efficient in what I do.
4) for prayerfulness in all things.
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NIGEL JONES (Operations Manager, part-time)
1) Give the Lord thanks for the welcome and support I have received from so
many people during my first year with the SGP.
2) for wisdom from the Lord in deciding how to make the best use of my time
with the SGP, and in my other part-time roles.
3) for me to remember to delight daily in the Lord, especially on those busy days
when there seem to be too many things to fit into the day.
4) for the Holy Spirit to open the hearts of my two teenage daughters, so that
they would receive the Gospel that they hear regularly.
WENDY SANDS (Administrator, part-time)
1) Give thanks for the Lord’s constant love and provision in all things.
2) for Jesus to be my priority and for continued perseverance and discipline in
daily life.
3) for wisdom, compassion, patience and strength in seeking to support and
encourage others.
4) greater courage to speak of Jesus to all those around me.

Sorted by the Sea
Great evenings for 14-18s centred on teaching the Bible creatively and
engagingly, with lots of young people from SGP churches.
£1 per young person to cover costs. Bring your youth groups!
Booking: Not needed!
Venue:
Bishop Hannington Church, Nevill Avenue, Hove, BN3 7NH
Enquiries: Rich Arnold, 07816 523 915

Fridays: 26 January, 15 June, 21 September 2018
Further details regarding each event will be available on the SGP website.

Revive
Thursday 7 June 2018
A day for those involved in
full-time children’s and youth
ministry to revive their
batteries, fix their eyes on
Christ, and meet with other
children’s and youth leaders.
£10 per person
Booking: through the SGP website, nearer the time.
Venue:
Cuckfield, near Haywards Heath.
Speaker: To be confirmed

Revive

SAVE THE DATE!
SGP 2018
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SATURDAY 10 NOVEMBER
AT THE KING’S CENTRE, BURGESS HILL, RH15 9LR
Our main speaker will be
author, speaker, trainer and
counsellor, Dr Tim Lane.
Tim is the Founder and
President of the Institute
for Pastoral Care that equips
local churches (not just their
leaders) to care for their
people.
Tim has written Living Without Worry: How to Replace
Anxiety with Peace, and co-written How People
Change and Relationships: A Mess Worth Making.
He has written several mini-books including PTSD,
Forgiving Others, Sex Before Marriage, Family Feuds,
Conflict, and Freedom From Guilt.
Further conference details and booking information will
be available on the SGP website in due course.

The Sussex Gospel Partnership is...
a partnership of Bible-centred churches
in Sussex working together to train leaders,
strengthen and plant churches,
and advance the gospel.
To find out more about the SGP please use the contact details below.
If your Minister or Church is a Partner of SGP, but does not
feature in this prayer diary, we hope they will submit prayer
requests for our next edition which will be in June 2018.
We aim to issue a prayer diary twice a year.
Due to the lead-time required for publication, prayer requests
need to be ‘long term’ rather than immediate needs.
For our next issue the deadline for prayer requests is 31 March 2018
Requests to be submitted by church leaders, by email to:
margaretlashdown@googlemail.com

Mrs Wendy Sands, SGP Administrator,
c/o Christ Church, New England Road,
Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 3LE
admin@sussexgospelpartnership.org.uk
01444 458 635
www.sussexgospelpartnership.org.uk

