Isaiah 6 and 52/53 as background to John 12

6 In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high
and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the
seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he
covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called,
and the house was filled with smoke. ® And | said: “Woe is me! For | am
lost; for | am a man of unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”
5Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that
he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said:
“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin
atoned for.”
8 And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send, and who will
go for us?” Then | said, "Here | am! Send me.” ® And he said, “Go, and say to
this people:
“'Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do
not perceive.’ ' Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears
heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear
with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be
healed.” (Isaiah 6:1-7)

Behold, my servant shall act wisely;

he shall be high and lifted up,

and shall be exalted.
4 As many were astonished at you—

his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,

and his form beyond that of the children of mankind—
1550 shall he sprinkle many nations.

Kings shall shut their mouths because of him,
for that which has not been told them they see,

and that which they have not heard they understand.
53 Who has believed what he has heard from us?

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2For he grew up before him like a young plant,

and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,

and no beauty that we should desire him...

[he was pierced for our transgressions etc — Isaiah 52/53 4™ servant song]

And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. 2 Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 2> Whoever loves
his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal
life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where | am, there will my
servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.
27"Now is my soul troubled. And what shall | say? ‘'Father, save me from this
hour'? But for this purpose | have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your
name.” Then a voice came from heaven: "I have glorified it, and | will glorify it
again.”  The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered.
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 3 Jesus answered, “This voice has
come for your sake, not mine. 3 Now is the judgment of this world; now
will the ruler of this world be cast out. 3 And |, when | am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.” 3 He said this to show by what kind of
death he was going to die. 3 So the crowd answered him, “We have heard
from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of
Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?" 35So Jesus said to
them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have
the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does
not know where he is going. 3 While you have the light, believe in the light,
that you may become sons of light.”
When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from
them. 3” Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not
believe in him, 3 so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled:
“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”
39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said,
40"He has blinded their eyes
and hardened their heart,
lest they see with their eyes,
and understand with their heart, and turn,
and | would heal them.”
#|saiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of
him. 2 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear
of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of
the synagogue; ** for they loved the glory that comes from man more than
the glory that comes from God.
(John 12:23-43)



